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H elen passed peacefully over to Heaven on September 13, 2013 at The Haven at

Highland Creek. She was born April 14, 1923 in Huntington, WV to Henry and
Bernice Nixon Rohrbach. She as the oldest of four children and the only girl. Helen

was preceded in death by her parents, her three brothers (Ted, Paul and Ralph

Ronhrbach) and her husband of 66 years, Gene Keyser.

She did not have an easy childhood as her father passed away when she was 12 during the Great

Depression. Her mother kept the family together and fed with the help of her farmer brothers
and The Salvation Army. Helen did well in school even making straight 100’s in Latin which
helped late in life as she transcribed doctor’s notes (typing at 100 words a minute).

Helen joined the Navy Waves during WWII and was based in San Diego where she made lifelong
friends. Gene joined her there at the end of the war coming from the Marine Corps in the South

Pacific. They were married in Yuma, Arizona, on the way back to WV. Their union produced two
daughters, Sandra Moreland (Dwayne) and Terry
Downs (Rev. Fernando). These girls gave them five grandchildren, Jennifer Payne (Harry), Heath

Moreland (Noel), Sean Moreland (Dana), and Elizabeth Everette, and Dan Downs and seven great
grandchildren. Oh how they loved the little ones.

A service to celebrate Helen’s life will be held at James Funeral Home on Friday, September 20,

2013 at 1 PM with visitation starting at 12:00 Noon prior to the funeral service. Helen’s son-in-law,
Rev Fernando Downs will conduct the service. Burial will be immediately afterward at

Gethsemane Memorial Park in Charlotte. In lieu of flowers please consider a memorial to the
Salvation Army or the Alzheimer Association.

The family wishes to thank all the loving staff of the Haven and Hospice off Lake Norman for

their wonderful care the last two years. Mother we miss you and your bright smile. We know you
are enjoying Heaven with your family and friends. We love you and will see you soon in our

heavenly home.

Obituary Helen Keyser

Helen Keyser
SEP  14, 2013

PAGE 3 OF 5



Tribute Wall Helen Keyser

SB Shelley (And Benny) posted:

I visit the Haven every Thursday with my therapy dog, Benny. I've been going for over three years

and was there from the beginning when both Helen and Gene came. I always loved to visit the both

of them. We shared some good conversations. They talked about their two daughters and grandkids

and Helen would roll her eyes when Gene talked about football. It was very cute. I thoroughly enjoyed

seeing them each week and missed Gene after he was gone.Helen was a wonderful, sweet and kind

woman with a warm smile and always a kind word. And she had a very good sense of humor. Today

was my first day back to the Haven since she passed. There was a big void for me, with her not

being there. I will miss her terribly.I know she is at peace now though, and as beautiful as ever. God

Bless you Helen!!I love you, Shelley

October 17 at 12:44 PM

AN Ana posted:

I am so sorry for your loss. The Bible provides comfort during these difficult times. Revelation 21:3,4

states “And he will wipe out every tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, neither will

mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore. The former things have passed away”. Very soon now, we

will never experience losing our loved ones in death. Hope these words give you a new hope.

September 17 at 6:42 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Helen by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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